
Som
e H

istorical 
H

ighlights 
of 

the, 
P:i.ttl'lan 

Park 
U

nited 
M

ethodist 
C

hurch, 
Statesl-oro, 

G
eorgia, 

Founded 
June 

17, 
D

S6. 
+

 
+

 
+

 
+

 

It 
w

ould 
take 

a 
bool: 

-
a 

big 
booJ<

: -
to 

give 
you 

all 
the 

early 
details 

about 
the 

birth 
of 

0i ttm
an 

Park. 
T

'lis 
inf.)rT

iation 
m

ade w
iser 

D
istrict 

Superintendents 
and 

3.s"i:ounded 
the 

B
ishops. 

N
e had 

already 
been 

told 
by 

B
ishop 

A
rthur 

M
oore 

that 
w

e w
ould 

have 
to 

be 
sel +

--surportinr: 
and 

a 
c~m

rch 
1fr1·11 a 

m
ission. 

T
his 

w
e already 

knew
. 

B
ut 

out 
of 

all 
of 

it, 
Pi ttm

aii 
Park 

bec;-:;m
e a 

[',T
eat 

church 
and 

so 
did 

First 
M

ethodist. 
I 

have 
talked 

w
ith 

m
inisters 

and 
B

:1.sr..::rps tln 
')ughout 

the 
Jurisdiction 

and 
there 

has 
never 

been 
anythinp.; 

like 
it 

in 
M

ethodism
. 

N
hen 

w
e polled 

each 
of 

our 
pro:.;pec:tive 

m
em

bers 
by 

a 
slip 

of 
:;-,aper to 

test 
our 

financial 
streneth 

for 
an 

annual 
budget, 

w
e cam

e 
up 

w
ith 

som
e 

$30,000, 
and 

by 
the 

end 
or-

the 
first 

year 
w

e ha.cl plE
::<

l_r~es 
paid 

of 
$41,000. 

B
y the 

w
ay, 

the 
preacher's 

salary 
w

as 
$6,000. 

T
here 

w
er-e m

1ny of 
us 

w
ho 

sicned 
those 

pledge 
slips 

w
ho even 

surprised 
ourselves 

by 
being 

able 
to 

m
eet 

them
. 

T
here 

w
as 

sacrifice 
and 

there 
w

as 
love 

and 
joy 

in 
the 

giving. 

A
.fter 

a 
short 

tim
e 

of 
organization, 

w
e w

ere 
privileged 

to 
have 

our 
church 

school 
and 

w
orship 

services 
at 

the 
M

arvin 
Pittm

an 
School. 

O
ur 

attendance 
w

as 
alm

ost 
perfect. 

If 
som

eone 
~issed 

a 
service, 

he/she 
w

as 
deluged 

w
ith 

telephone 
calls 

to 
find 

out 
w

ho 
w

as 
ill. 

If 
som

eone 
stum

ped 
his/her 

toe, 
Pittm

an 
Parkers 

rallied 
to 

him
/her. 

W
e w

ere 
a 

closely 
knit 

group. 

B
efore 

the 
!!,round breaking, 

there 
w

as 
a 

sir,n 
erected 

on 
the 

property 
w

hich 
read, 

"B
uildinr: 

for 
the 

(ilory 
of 

G
od." 

T
hen 

cam
e 

the 
trip 

to 
A

tlanta. 
O

ur 
re11resentatives 

anpeared 
before 

the 
loan 

com
m

ission 
of 

the 
T

eachers' 
R

etirem
ent 

Fund 
to 

secure 
a 

loan 
of. 

$1~0,000 
to 

huilrl 
a 

portion 
n~ 

the 
facilities. 

T
he 

chairm
an 

of 
the 

C
om

m
ission 

cam
e 

out 
of 

the 
m

eeting 
and 

inform
ed 

us 
that 

they 
w

ere 
not 

going 
to 

lend 
us 

the 
$190,000, 

but 
they 

w
ere 

going 
to 

let 
us 

h:i.ve $267,000 
to 

com
plete 

the 
church. 

It 
,,,as 

a 
thrilling 

experience 
to 

w
atch 

the 
construction. 

M
any m

ornings 
after 

m
idnight, 

som
eone 

w
ould 

call 
m

e and 
ask 

if 
I 

w
ere 

aw
ake. 

B
elieve 

it 
or 

not, 
I 

w
as 

aw
ake. 

W
e 

w
ere 

all 
excited. 

W
hat 

a 
thrill 

every 
m

inute 
of 

the 
day. 

I 
believe 

the 
church 

here 
is 

accom
plishing 

a 
big 

part 
of 

its 
m

ission--

I) 
T

o m
inister 

to 
the 

students 
and 

faculty 
of 

G
eorgia 

Southern 
and 

to 
new

com
ers 

in 
Statesboro 

2) 
T

o use 
the 

great 
abundance 

of 
leadershi~ 

offered 
by 

the 
young 

m
em

bers 
of 

the 
church 

3) 
T

o be 
a 

church 
of 

vision 
and 

w
orld 

concern. 
H

ere 
I 

w
ant 

to 
back-track 

a bit 
and 

tell 
you 

about 
a 

great 
crisis 

w
e faced 

w
hen 

integration 
cam

e. 
T

his 
w

as 
a 

tre­
m

endous 
issue 

to 
face 

tw
enty 

years 
ago. 

M
any churches 

had 
adopted 

resolutions 
to 

close 
their 

doors 
to 

blacks, 
and 

w
e w

ere 
divided 

in 
our 

thinking. 
D

ut 
w

e 
reasoned 

that 
our 

D
iscipline 

w
ouldn't 

perm
it 

a 
closed 

door 
policy 

and 
w

e paddled 
a 

straight 
course 

and 
kept 

the 
doors 

open 
to 

everyone. 

i·Je have 
alw

ays 
been 

a 
church 

w
ith 

w
orld 

concern. 
I 

can't 
rem

em
ber 

a 
year 

w
hen 

there 
has 

not 
been 

an 
allocation 

in 
our 

budget 
for 

foreign 
m

issions. 
T

his 
w

ill 
continue 

to 
be 

a 
bir, 

part 
of 

our 
course. 

1\T
ell, 

this 
is 

a 
brief 

recap 
o-<

: it 
al L

 
T

here 
are 

som
e 

things 
w

e need 
to 

do: -
1) 

W
e need 

to 
recanture 

the 
joy 

of 
sacrificial 

giving" 
2) 

T
he 

love 
and 

concern 
of 

our 
fellow

 
church 

m
em

bers. 
(I 

hardly 
know

 one-fourth 
of 

them
. 

Isn't 
that 

terrible?) 
3) 

T
he 

thrill 
of 

being 
in 

G
od's 

house. 

SoJT
I.eone has 

asked 
m

e, 
"H

ow
 do 

you 
reca·oture 

these 
things?" 

I 
replied, 

"I 
think 

w
e 

need 
to 

-pray 
the 

ryrayer 
of 

the 
psalm

ist 
-'R

estore 
unto 

m
e the 

joy 
of 

T
hy 

salvation'." 

H
ay 

20, 
1979 

W
. M

. A
dam

s 


